CHEDDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 3rd FEBRUARY 2010
AT 7:45pm IN THE VILLAGE HALL
OPEN PUBLIC FORUM

No questions from the public.

The Chairman opened the meeting at 7.45pm.

24/10 
ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES

Attendance:

Cllr C Poll



Cllr C Fee





Cllr R Grant 



S Purnell (Clerk)
Cllr S Ritchie (Chairman)


Cllr D S Ayling 



Cllr D Hall

2 members of the public, Jackie Wesley-BCC, Iain Holliday-Explorer Scout Leader and Dave Stevens, Assistant Scout Leader
Apologies from Cllr P Banister, Cllr Hibbert and PCSO Christine Baker.
25/10 
REPORTS FROM DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS

This item was postponed until the arrival of District Councillor Cashman at 8.45pm.
26/10 
POLICE REPORT      
No representative was present to report.

27/10
DISCLOSURES ON INTERESTS IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

Cllr Ayling expressed an interest in the planning application 09/02452/AOP and refrained from comment.
28/10 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING ON 6th JANUARY 2010
It was then RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meeting and to authorise the Chairman to sign as a correct record.

29/10
IAN HOLLIDAY AND DAVE STEPHENS, EXPLORER SCOUTS RE DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD
Dave Stephens began by expressing thanks on behalf of the Explorer Scouts for displaying the reindeer tableau over Christmas and commented that it had been a beneficial project for the Scouts.
There continued a brief introduction to the Duke of Edinburgh Award and the criteria that needs to be met in providing suitable opportunities for the Scouts to achieve the award.  For example, the task needs to be approved by an assessor, completed over a period of three to nine months and be of a voluntary organisational/physical/fundraising nature.  The age range is fourteen to eighteen and tasks would therefore need to be arranged around an evening or at the weekend.  Various ideas were discussed and it was agreed that Council would take time to reflect and discuss ideas further and bring them to the next meeting.  The Clerk was asked to email Council prior to the meeting.
30/10 
CLERK’S REPORT ON MATTERS ARISING

06/10 Cllr Banister had requested that the Clerk raise the issue of allotments being allocated to tenants living outside of the village when plots were at a premium.  Council agreed that if plots were free and no interest is received from residents in the village, plots can be offered to tenants from outside of Cheddington. 

The Clerk had tried to make contact with the resident who expressed an interest in the Orchard Land but he was no longer at his place of employment and had not answered the email forwarded to the address given by his automated service.
206/09 Quotes had been obtained from Wicksteed and Komplan.  After some discussion it was agreed to place an order for the Wicksteed Land Rover.  The Clerk would contact Wicksteed and arrange for the removal of the old bridge and installation of the new equipment.
The Clerk had contacted Martyn Jarvis at AVDC regarding the installation of a cardboard recycling bin at the Village Hall and reported that one could be available by the end of March.  It was agreed to proceed.  The Clerk would make the request and publicise in the newsletter.
10/10 The Clerk had investigated the payment of 25p way leaves and rent from Eon and reported that it relates to consent dated 29 November 1968 for an underground cable and an overhead line.  This agreement is paid 5 yearly in advance.

12/10 The Bowls Club had been contacted regarding the removal of hedge cuttings in the future and a reply received to that effect.

221/09 A further email had been received from Pitstone FC following a request for further information regarding their request to share the ground at Cheddington.  The Clerk reported that the age range would be 16-42 and they would require the field every Saturday for the whole of the 2010-2011 season.  Council requested that the Clerk contact Alan Penman to consider any implications of sharing the pitch.  

PC Jared Levens had forwarded an invitation to Parish Councils to purchase wheelie bin stickers and share the cost.   Cheddington Parish Council had already obtained free of charge stickers from Beds and Luton Casualty Reduction Partnership (Caryl Jones 01234 716335).  This raised a debate on the traffic calming lamp post signs recently seen in Kensworth.  The Clerk was asked to enquire where the lamp post signs where obtained.
Council asked for an update on registering the Parish Council’s land.  It was agreed that the Finance Committee would report back at the next meeting.
31/10 
CORRESPONDENCE, CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS AND NOTIFICATION OF MEETINGS:

1. Email from Cheddington Bowls Club requesting use of the Pavilion for two events in July and August  – The Bowls Club to liaise with other clubs who use the Pavilion
2. Email request from Cheddington Village Fete Committee to hold the annual Fete in the Village Hall grounds on Saturday 10 July – noted with thanks

3. Email from a resident requesting a greater number of grit bins/piles in the village - to be discussed under agenda item.

4. Notice of Extraordinary General Meeting from Buckinghamshire Community Action re merger-4 Feb - noted

5. NALC’s Local Council Awards –closing date 31 March – Clerk to obtain application and bring to the next meeting

6. Email from Footpath Rep. Re horse riders using Church Path – Clerk to investigate further

7. Campaign to Protect Rural England – notification  of branch meeting 6 February, 2pm - noted

8. Questionnaire received from Buckinghamshire Rural Affairs Group (BRAG) on post office banking –  – Clerk to complete

9. Notification from Transport for Buckinghamshire of delegated budget bid received - noted

10. Notification of successful Perfect Village Sunday application, 4 July – Clerk to complete form and send details to Cllr Hall

11. LCC Membership renewal notice – annual subscription £105 with £10 joining fee - agreed

12. AVDC workshop invitation – New Play Spaces, 16 February – noted

13. Request from WI to hold ‘Produce on the Green’ event on the village green on 7 May – noted with thanks
32/10  FINANCIAL MATTERS

a) Financial report payments were approved and cheques signed accordingly. 
b) The Annual Reports and Accounts to 31 March 2009 from Town Lands Trust were circulated to Councillors
c) Request from Bucks Playing Fields Association – Annual subscription already paid and sufficient for Council requirements
33/10
REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS

The Chairman commented on the excellent refurbishment of the Village Hall Kitchen and extended thanks to Cllr Grant for his efforts in the project.
34/10
TO RECEIVE REPORS FROM WORKING GROUPS

None.
35/10
COMMUNITY SPEEDWATCH REPORT

Scheme Manager, Cllr Poll had hosted a successful demonstration of the speed watch equipment in Pitstone on 24 January which was well attended by members of the community and the police.  The equipment will be hired on a fortnightly basis and a rota is currently being organised to utilise the hire time. 
36/10 
RESIGNATION FROM CLR HIBBERT
Council regretfully accepted the notice of resignation from Cllr Hibbert and gratefully acknowledged her contributions.  Cllr Ayling agreed to take up the position on the Planning Committee and Cllr Fee agreed to monitor the play equipment on the village green.  The Clerk was asked to post a notice on the notice board and in the March newsletter giving public notification of the vacancy and to email Councillors with the correct procedure for filling the vacancy.
37/10 
COLUMN KNOCK DOWN – 113 CHURCH HILL
The Clerk had carried out some investigation following the incident on 10 January when a street lighting column outside 113 Church Hill was hit by a car.  Bucks Highways took the out of hours call, attended, cut down, and made safe the column.  EDF performed an emergency disconnection as the cut out was damaged.  There was no record of the driver involved. In light of the cost of replacing the column, it was agreed that the Clerk would check with the residents in the vicinity if there had been a witness to the collision and, failing any outcome, place an article in the March newsletter asking for information.
Cllr Corry Cashman arrives 8.45pm and presents his report

38/10 
REPORTS FROM DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS

District Councillor Cashman presented his report on the following items:

1) The Council had agreed AVDC’s budget to include a 1.95% increase, this represents a 5p per week increase to a Band D household.  The final increase was reduced as it was not necessary to hold more than the optimum level of money in reserves.  The Council Tax Bill is being agreed on 28 February and DCllr Cashman should have this before the next Parish Council meeting.
2) The recent problems with vehicle access to villages following heavy snowfall did affect refuse collections in Cheddington.  However, 57% of collections did take place.

3) 3 applications had been received in reference to Marsworth Airfield, all commercial.  In light of the appeal two years ago BCC are against any large scale developments.  

39/10 
SPEED CALMING PROPOSALS
Cllr Grant had received a competitive quotation from T. Clubb & Son Ltd for £3,600 for a raised feature road marking.  The Clerk was asked to contact BCC with regard to the carrying out a consultation as per the initial proposal and bring findings to the next meeting.  
40/10 
MOWING SCHELDULE
The mowing schedule had been received and was agreed by Council. The Clerk was asked to bring this item forward on the April agenda.
41/10
PARISH ASSEMBLY MEETING
The Clerk had contacted CCllr Avril Davie​​​​​​​​​​​​s who was keen to speak at the Parish Assembly.  Cllr Grant offered to contact the new Head of Cheddington School and ask if she would be able to attend and report on her future plans for the school.  The Clerk would prepare the agenda ready for approval at the March Parish Council meeting and place a notice in the March newsletter.
42/10
GRIT BINS
Cllr Fee had continued investigations into providing further grit bins around the village.  There had been no reply from BCC to date.  Jackie Wesley offered to follow this up and investigate what approval is required regarding the location of any new bins.  Cllr Fee would report back to Council when the relevant information had been received.
43/10
AGREE THE DESIGN FOR THE NEW CHEDDINGTON VILLAGE SIGN

The design for the new village sign was approved.  Cllr Grant would measure the site and an order would be placed for the appropriate size.

44/10 
PLANNING MATTERS

a) To note planning applications and decisions:

09/02452/AOP  - Ivinghoe Golf Driving Range, Horton Road – Site for mooring basin for 70 narrow boats with associated parking and erection of building to provide boater facilities, chandlery, site office and managers accommodation - Council agreed not to object to the application.

10/00086/APP – Land to rear of 10 The Green, Cheddington, LU7 0RJ – Erection of detached bungalow with separate access-amendment to planning permission 09/01075/APP - Council agreed not to object to the application.
45/10 
URGENT MATTERS

A new resident to the village attended prior to the meeting and held an informal discussion regarding the hedge on the corner of Barkham Close/The Green which was said to be encroaching on the path making it difficult to walk past. The Clerk was asked to write to the owner requesting it be cut back sufficiently to allow pedestrians to pass easier.
46/10 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next Meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Wednesday 3rd March 2010, 7.45 pm in the Village Hall side room.  There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.35pm

Signed:









Date: 

Chairman
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